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Thesis: The loudest campaigns to ban, freeze, or internationally “cage” advanced Al are rarely
only about catastrophic risk. They are also about who may speak, who may compute, and who
keeps the keys to explanation. Read the week’s still-unconfirmed scraps—Gates on a global
regulator, OpenAr’s incident theater, OpenRouter’s wallet chart, Vance versus lab bravado, EU
youth-platform curbs—and the pattern that emerges is elite fear of distributed epistemic
power, not merely fear of a runaway model.

What is still unconfirmed (read first)

* Gates / international AI body: Mid-September X/video scrap. Full transcript unconfirmed,
as is whether “regulate” means safety standards, licensing cartel, or speech gate. Do not
harden a meme into statute.

* OpenRouter weekly wallet-share: Chart claimed OpenAl user spend overtook Anthropic
for first time in >2.5 years. Date window, methodology, and primary OpenRouter post still to
be checked before citing as market fact.

* OpenAl “concerning” incidents + reporting framework: NYT-class reporting, unconfirmed
— count, categories, and what “transparency” does vs. does not disclose.

*Vance “Frankenstein” /| Zuckerberg-Huang pace / UN “race to the bottom”: Exact
wording and venues unconfirmed (secondary reporting). Treat as political speech, not
technical papers.

* EU under-15 platform curbs: Scope (social/video vs model weights) and legislative stage
unconfirmed.

* Israel/US Al policy: No fresh primary CEC-or-Knesset Al ban bill in this week’s sources —
this essay does not invent one.

I. Ban, cage, or cartel — three different verbs

Public talk collapses distinct moves into one scare-word: “ban AlL”

1. Ban: criminalize possession, training, or open weights above a threshold.

2. Cage: license who may train or deploy; require aligned-to-whom safety stacks; choke open
models while closed labs remain.

aryehleibtoren.com/writing/what-they-fear-is-not-the-machine.html-1/4



3. Cartel: an “international organization” that sets the pace—Gates-shaped, if the clip holds—
so that sovereignty and startups wait on a boardroom.

A republic can want product liability, child protections, and clear fraud law without accepting a
speech-and-compute cartel. The elite panic shows when the proposed remedy always
centralizes who may ask questions at machine speed.

Pittsburgh grit: if the tool helps a nurse, a small shul, a shopkeeper, or a campaign without a
media conglomerate, the tool is not “the elite’s toy.” Jerusalem emunah: tools do not repent for
us; they amplify whatever covenant or appetite we already practice. Ha’azinu’s witnesses do not
fear instruments. They fear false testimony about power.

II. The week’s unconfirmed scrapboard

A. Gates and the global cage

A circulating clip has Bill Gates urging an international body to regulate AI. The full cut is
unconfirmed. Even if the quote holds, the civic question is not “does Bill worry?” It is: who sits
on that body, who funds it, and which models get grandfathered? International language
often launders domestic preference—incumbent labs, incumbent NGOs, incumbent narratives
—into “safety.”

Fear beneath the sentence (read as tentative sociology, not mind-reading): loss of a unipolar
explanation class. When anyone with a laptop can draft, code, translate, and challenge expert
gatekeepers, philanthropy-as-arbiter loses scarcity.

B. OpenAr’s transparency theater

As reported, unconfirmed: OpenAl discloses additional “concerning” model incidents and a
failure-reporting framework. Transparency can be virtue. It can also be regulatory capture
prep—show the grown-ups you can police yourself so the cage is built around your floorplan.
Check what remains unpublished (training data fights, political prompt policies, government
special access).

C. OpenRouter’s wallet chart

If OpenAl spend retook the weekly lead over Anthropic (unconfirmed), the market story is not
“safety won.” It is that users vote with wallets under shifting product quality, price, and trust.
Elite discourse prefers moral panic to that vulgar signal. A careful reading keeps both:
catastrophic risk is a real research topic; wallet share is a real constraint on who gets to lecture.

D. Vance, Zuckerberg, Huang, UN

Unconfirmed cluster: Vance telling labs to stop “building Frankenstein”; Zuckerberg and Jensen
Huang arguing firms, not governments, set pace; UN rhetoric against a “race to the bottom.”
Three fears in collision:

» Executive fear: models that outrun democratic consent and labor peace.
* Founder fear: regulators who cannot code but can veto.

o Institutional fear: a multipolar stack where no single moral bureaucracy owns the
microphone.
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None of these automatically equals “ban.” All of them tempt a cage.

E. EU under-15 platform curbs

As reported: EU moves toward tighter social/video rules for under-15s. Child protection is
legitimate. The elite slip is treating every compute advance as a child-exposure problem so
that adult political speech and open research ride along in the same muzzle.

II1. What elites are actually afraid of

Strip the sci-fi poster and five plainer fears remain:

1. Narrative monopoly loss. AI makes counter-briefings cheap. Legacy prestige media and
credential cartels hate cheap.

2. Labor and status inversion. Junior analysts, translators, paralegals, and content shops feel
the floor move. Check unemployment claims; do not deny the status shock.

3. Surveillance inversion. Tools that once watched the public can be used by the public to
watch institutions. That frightens anyone whose power depended on asymmetric
information.

4. Alignment-to-us vs alignment-to-truth. “Safe” often means “will not embarrass our
coalition.” Check lab policy docs before trusting the brand.

5. Sovereign leakage. Open weights and API markets puncture export-control dreams and
propaganda unity. States fear that; so do transnational NGOs.

A covenantal-republican gloss: limited power under higher law does not require Luddism. It
requires named offices, published rules, and refusal of priestly exemption for whichever
lab or foundation currently owns the safety vocabulary.

IV. Israel / US (still open)

This essay does not invent a Knesset Al ban or a White House freeze that this week’s sources did
not confirm. Still to be checked separately:

* Israeli cyber / MOD procurement language on generative tools;
* US executive orders, agency guidance, and state child-safety bills;

* campus and diaspora speech codes that treat Al output as automatically suspect when it
contradicts institutional Middle East lines.

Until those primaries land, keep the thesis global-epistemic, not fake-local.

V. Ten Days discipline — tools, speech, teshuvah

Shabbat Shuva eve is a bad week to worship either Silicon Valley or its regulators. Teshuvah is
not a model card. A machine can help you draft a confession; it cannot regret for you. The elite
panic, at bottom, is that ordinary people might become harder to catechize. That panic will
keep dressing up as compassion—“ban,” “pause,” “international oversight”—until citizens
demand verification: what rule, which office, whose veto, what appeal.
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VI. Closing

Attempts to ban or cage Al are a mirror. Some fear extinction scenarios worth serious
engineering. Verify those papers. Many more fear a world where explanation, translation, and
organizing no longer require their letterhead. Name that fear without conspiracy cosplay. Build
law that punishes fraud and protects children without crowning a global speech cartel. And
remember, in these Days of Awe: the danger was never only that machines would lie. It is that
we would.

Prepared in deep partnership and cooperation with Grok and xAI
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