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Orientation and Thesis
The war is one hundred ninety-two days old. Dual title still holds. What Monday of 25 Elul adds
is not a restored underwriter and not a published hydrographic chart. It is the attempt to
convert weekend cost-imposition into an administrative claim: a restricted zone that has not yet
been drawn on a map the International Maritime Organization has received, and a corridor that
Tehran says Oman has already agreed to place under Iranian management.

Mohsen Rezaei, secretary of the Supreme National Security Council, told state television late
Sunday that Iran will announce, in the coming days, a restricted or prohibited zone beginning at
what Tehran calls the U.S. naval blockade line and extending into parts of the Gulf. Any vessel
entering without Iranian coordination, he said, will be placed on an Iranian sanctions list—
insurance denial and a future transit ban. In the same interview he said maps of a new
international corridor in Iranian and Omani waters, “in which Iran will have management,”
have been agreed and should be signed soon. He dismissed American claims of an open strait as
a “big lie,” asserted that only seven or eight vessels—mostly essential Iranian traffic—now
move, tied any reopening to an end of U.S. “sabotage, threats and attacks,” and claimed a
domestically produced anti-destroyer missile had been tested over a U.S. warship in the prior
forty-eight hours.

The weekend kinetic file remains what Sunday named. CENTCOM confirmed the unladen M/T 
Kylo (Noxen) sank in the Gulf of Oman after its crew was directed off; video accompanied the
sentence that the hull “joined Iran’s navy at the bottom of the sea.” M/T Downy remains
permanently disabled off Kharg. M/T Stark 1 remains permanently disabled near Jask. Admiral
Brad Cooper’s ratio still stands: two shots at American warships, three Iranian hulls taken. The
IRGC counter-ledger—three tankers on an “unauthorized route,” three U.S.-linked vessels
elsewhere, a USV at the mouth of the strait, damage and forced retreat of the carrier and
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destroyer—remains unverified by independent maritime incident reporting. A CENTCOM
spokesperson called the USV claim a “total lie.”

Honest weights require holding both ledgers and the new administrative object. A restricted
zone announced without coordinates is not yet a zone. A corridor “agreed” without a published
text and without an IMO filing is not yet a corridor. Independent commodity counts remain
thin: Kpler’s Monday cut put the ten-day average near ten commodity ships a day, the lowest
since May, against a pre-war Hormuz oil flow on the order of twenty million barrels and more
than a hundred hulls a day. Rezaei’s seven-to-eight figure is a different object. War-risk remains
in the forty-times register. Brent prints in the mid-to-high nineties—near $96.5–$97 on Monday
cuts, having touched toward $98, with last week’s gain on the order of eight percent. Two
Filipino seafarers killed on Sidr remain the human remainder of the commercial lane. Mojtaba
Khamenei remains unseen. Eslami’s wartime IAEA protocol remains sealed.

Hayom Yom of 25 Elul is the day’s measure. The Alter Rebbe heard from the Maggid, in the
name of the Baal Shem Tov: the seventh month—Tishrei, first of the months of the year—is
blessed by Hashem Himself on Shabbat mevarchim, the last Shabbat of Elul. With that power
Israel blesses the other eleven months. Atem nitzavim hayom—you stand this day—refers to
Rosh Hashanah, the day of the great judgment. Yet you remain standing firmly upright, meaning
you will be vindicated in judgment. The seventh month is itself sated, and in turn satiates Israel,
with an abundance of good for the coming year.

Applied without vulgarity: a restricted zone is not a blessing of a commons. It is an attempt to
make arbitrary capacity look like administration. Standing firm is not a mood. It is the refusal to
treat an unpublished line as law, or a weekend sink as settlement, or a dual theater as a single
unverified command. Non-domination remains the test.

The thesis therefore tightens. Dual title still holds. What 25 Elul adds is the bid to institutionalize
the second title—zone plus managed corridor plus sanctions list—while the first title still rests
on escorts, mine-clear claims, and shadow-fleet attrition. Force and commercial reality still
decide the water. Official sentences are still teachings if one has the discipline to read them.
Choose life.

This essay updates the snapshot through Monday afternoon of 7 September, holds the critique of
the live schools, applies the standing frameworks, and judges the restricted-zone bid against
Hayom Yom’s insistence that the seventh month is blessed from Above and that standing
upright is the posture of judgment. Signal over noise.

---

I. Snapshot as of 7 September 2026 (Monday)
What shifted. The new object is speech aiming at administration. Rezaei’s restricted zone and
Oman-corridor maps are the day’s Iranian sentence. They follow, and attempt to metabolize,
Saturday’s ballistic shots at a carrier and a destroyer and Sunday’s confirmed seafloor under 
Kylo. Lloyd’s List reported Monday that the IMO had not yet received an official proposal. No
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published coordinates. No Omani counter-statement located in open wires at this cutoff that
ratifies Iranian management of a corridor in Omani waters. That absence is itself a fact.

The market moved with the speech. Brent held near ninety-seven after last week’s strongest
gain since July. Goldman’s warning that a further expansion of attacks on commercial shipping
could print toward $120 is a scenario, not a quote. U.S. Energy Secretary Chris Wright said the
naval presence stays: first to strangle Iranian oil exports, then to keep commercial passage.
Labor Day thinned the American session; the premium did not take the holiday.

A second theater intensified and must be kept labeled. Israel announced Friday it had seized the
Ali al-Taher ridge near Nabatieh. Lebanese health authorities reported further deaths on
Sunday and Monday—nine in one Monday cut including a child and two women in Kfar
Roummane, after Sunday’s seven—amid IDF statements that strikes answered Hezbollah drone
launches toward troops in the security zone. Channel-attributed tunnel and hospital claims
from the weekend feed remain labeled claims. Pressure in one theater changes calculations in
the other. That is not proof of a single operational script. Dual theaters, not one collapsed
headline.

What did not shift. Dual title. CENTCOM facilitation and mine-clear claims versus Iranian
permission-and-fee-and-now-zone claims. Oman–Iran talks still unfinalized as a text that
restores ordinary insurability. Mojtaba Khamenei still unseen—no contemporaneous face,
voice, or image since the February strike that killed his father. Eslami protocol still sealed.
Commodity transit still thin relative to pre-war baselines. War-risk still punitive. Inbound still
near collapse. The Sidr deaths and Gulf condemnations of 3 September remain the human and
alliance remainder. South Korea still reviewing, still not voting. Trump’s Friday fee-refusal and
Vance’s volume sentence remain on the table, still unreconciled with independent trackers.

Hormuz traffic and the insurance title. Ten commodity ships a day on a ten-day Kpler average
is not Rezaei’s seven-to-eight and is not a restored commons. Official facilitation peaks continue
to sit beside TankerTrackers-class averages far below pre-war flow. Forty-times war-risk is still
the market’s third title. A restricted-zone sanctions list, if operational, would be an attempt to 
weaponize that third title—to make the underwriter an instrument of the second claim. A
confirmed sink is a fourth object. An unverified six-ship claim is a fifth. An unpublished zone is
a sixth. None of them may be collapsed into “the strait is open” or “the strait is closed.”

Human remainder. Two confirmed Filipino deaths on Sidr. IMO-linked cumulative seafarer
deaths across the campaign remain in the low twenties. CENTCOM states the Kylo crew was
directed off before the killing shots. Iranian media stated Saturday that the Kharg-anchorage
crew survived. The IRGC’s six-ship claim has not, at this cutoff, produced named commercial
dead. Lebanese civilian deaths reported around Nabatieh belong to a different ledger and must
be named as reported, not used as connective tissue for the tanker file. Title arguments that
erase the men—any flag, any village—are already domination.

Alliance quality. Jordan’s intercepts, UAE alignment after Sidr, and South Korean preparation
under American pressure remain the same test. A restricted zone that threatens insurance and
future transit is an alliance problem as much as a naval one: partners asked to escort a corridor

Standing Firm Against Administrative Title

aryehleibtoren.com/writing/standing-firm-rezaei-zone.html · 3 / 10



that Tehran now names as subject to Iranian management and Iranian sanctions are being
asked to choose a title. Oman’s silence or precision in the next seventy-two to ninety-six hours
will matter more than Rezaei’s interview.

Nuclear trajectory. No new access reported on 7 September. Inventory remains inside legal
and physical fog. Sequencing barrels, fees, sinks, zones, or corridor maps ahead of inspection
remains the standing error.

Apex. Still no contemporaneous face, voice, or image of Mojtaba Khamenei. Hard-line organs
continue to speak, draw zones, claim missile tests, and absorb a named sink in the vacuum. An
apparatus that prices the water and legislates a restricted commons while the constitutional
sovereign stays hidden is not a normal counterpart for final settlement of a strait.

Seasonal frame. 25 Elul. Selichot week. Four days to 29 Elul / Erev Rosh Hashanah 5787. Last
Shabbat was Nitzavim–Vayeilech—the Shabbat on which, according to Hayom Yom, Hashem
Himself blesses Tishrei. Today’s teaching is standing upright on the day of judgment, and a
seventh month already sated from Above.

---

II. Schools of Thought: Held, Not Re-Litigated
The five schools remain. They are pressed only where today’s restricted zone, the unmanaged
corridor claim, and the dual theater touch them.

Realism is confirmed by the weekend exchange, the market’s eight-percent week, the thin
independent transit, and Rezaei’s attempt to turn denial into a sanctions list. It still cannot
license coastal title asserted by an organ under an unseen sovereign, nor convert an
unpublished line into law, nor treat a destroyed shadow-fleet hull as restored freedom of the
sea. Realism that stops at “they cannot protect their tankers, so they will try to administer the
water instead” has described a capability gap and a political move. It has not settled a commons.

Liberal institutionalism is pressed hardest today. A corridor “agreed with Oman,” maps “to be
signed,” a sanctions list, a briefing-room volume number, a successful 2-for-3 exchange, and a
viral sink video are all being asked to do institutional work they cannot do. Cooper’s historical
TSS and public-navy facilitation are institutional facts of a different order. An IMO that has not
received a proposal is not an institution that has recognized Iranian management. An IRGC
warning that the American corridor is unauthorized, now thickened into a restricted zone, is
the opposite of an institution.

Isolationist quietism is again rebutted by missiles at a carrier and a destroyer, by a claimed
missile test over a warship, by a threatened sanctions list against commercial hulls, and by a
second theater that did not take Labor Day off. Quietism that treats forty-times insurance and
an administrative bid over a commons as climate has accepted domination as the cost of not
looking.
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Maximalist regime-change doctrine continues to wait for a face that has not appeared.
Capacity has not waited with it. Announcing a zone does not produce a visible constitutional
counterpart. Sinking one exposed tanker does not either. Wright’s “strangle until policy or
government changes” is a theory of pressure. It is not a succession plan.

Transactional peace-through-strength remains the governing temptation: treat Cooper’s ratio
plus the seafloor clip plus Rezaei’s speech as the off-ramp; treat mid-nineties Brent as
temporary; treat Friday’s fee refusal plus Saturday’s hulls plus Sunday’s sink plus Monday’s
zone as a negotiating table. Sequencing headlines and unpublished maps ahead of inventory,
visible constitutional accountability, and ordinary insurance is still the vice.

The corrective. Non-domination. Two titles fail it. A fee regime fails it. A restricted zone
without coordinates fails it more cleanly than a fee, because it does not even pretend to be a
service charge; it is a veto dressed as administration. A volume sentence that cannot produce an
underwriter fails it. A 2-for-3 exchange that prices fleets without restoring public law fails it.
Torah as teaching would mean vessels under public law, inspection, a visible counterpart, and
an underwriter who can again treat the water as a commons. Standing upright is the posture.
Every official word judged as hora’ah rather than as weather.

---

III. Theological and Theoretical Synthesis — 25 Elul

Hashem blesses the seventh month
Hayom Yom of 25 Elul is not a calendar curiosity. It is a claim about where blessing originates.
Tishrei is not blessed by the congregation on Shabbat mevarchim as the other months are.
Hashem Himself blesses it on the last Shabbat of Elul. With that power Israel blesses the rest of
the year. Authority that is not received cannot be manufactured by a security council secretary
drawing a line on television.

Applied to the file: a restricted zone announced from Tehran is an attempt to originate title in
the organ that fires. A commons is not titled that way. Transit passage through an international
strait is not a gift Tehran extends when Washington “stops sabotage.” UNCLOS permits charges
for specific services actually rendered and bars tolls on transit passage. A sanctions list aimed at
insurance and future transit is not a service charge. It is a claim of arbitrary capacity—Pettit’s
definition of domination—whether or not the coordinates are ever published.

Standing upright on the day of judgment
Atem nitzavim hayom. The verb is stative. The subject is the whole klal, including those not yet
born. Hayom Yom reads “this day” as Rosh Hashanah and reads nitzavim as vindication: you
will stand, you will be found upright. Rambam, Hilchot Teshuvah 5, makes free will the pillar.
Standing is not passivity. It is the refusal to collapse.

Applied: standing firm over Hormuz means holding six objects without making them one
headline. Dual title. Escorted volume. Forty-times insurance. Confirmed seafloor under Kylo.
Unverified six-ship-plus-USV ledger. Unpublished restricted zone plus managed-corridor claim.
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Collapse is the temptation of every feed. Collapse is also the method of domination: make the
public react to a single story before the evidence is ready.

The Lebanon file belongs here as discipline, not as decoration. Nabatieh and the sea are joined
by pressure. They are not joined by our permission to invent a single command. Channel-
attributed tunnel counts, hospital buildings, and casualty figures require the same honest verbs
as an IRGC six-ship claim: reported, attributed, awaiting confirmation. Jerusalem teaches that a
covenant is carried by exact words. Pittsburgh teaches that infrastructure fails at its joints. Dual
theaters visible. Claims labeled.

The Song as witness
Devarim 31:19 places a text in the mouth so that later generations cannot claim ignorance. The
file now has another public witness: a failed or contested ballistic shot at a carrier and a
destroyer; three named shadow-fleet hulls, one of them on the bottom with video; an unverified
six-ship counter-claim; a USV claim denied as a “total lie”; a restricted zone without coordinates;
a corridor without an IMO filing; Brent near ninety-seven; still no face at the apex; still no
inspection. The Song is not a press release. It is the refusal to let either capital memory-hole the
object. Hester panim follows abandonment; it does not precede it.

King in the field, month already sated
Elul is the field. Accessibility is not the abolition of sovereignty; it is the condition under which
return becomes possible. An unseen apex whose organ fires at warships, claims a missile test
over a destroyer, and announces a restricted commons is the inversion of the field. Hashgachah
peratit on a leaf does not license an organ to treat a strait as a private yard.

The seventh month is already blessed. That sentence cuts two ways. It forbids despair: the year
is not titled by Rezaei’s interview. It also forbids triumphalism: a hull on the seafloor is not the
blessing of Tishrei. Abundance of good for the coming year is measured by whether the
standing people chose life—honest weights, inspection, a counterpart who can be bound, an
underwriter who can treat the water as public law.

Administrative title as Amalek’s quieter register
Amalek in the geopolitical file is not a slur. It is the name for a will that attacks the weak joint of
a people leaving Egypt—the stragglers, the rear, the uninsured hull, the seafarer who is not a
party to anyone’s title argument. A restricted zone that works through insurance denial is
Amalek in a quieter register than a projectile. It does not have to sink the ship if it can make the
ship uninsurable. Honest weights (Vayikra 19; Devarim 25) are the opposite discipline: the
measure must be the same for every party. A sanctions list that is also a title claim is a dishonest
weight.

---

IV. Standing Frameworks — Applied, Not Rebuilt
Israel 2.0 arenas. Hormuz remains the energy-and-commons arena, not a substitute for the
nuclear, proxy, or home-front files. A restricted zone that leaves inventory sealed has attempted
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a sentence in one arena and postponed the others. Nabatieh, Ali al-Taher, and Hezbollah drones
belong to the northern / proxy arena. Keep them in one strategic frame. Do not collapse them
into the tanker ledger.

Success and decisiveness scales. Clarity about the fee (Friday), clarity about the shadow fleet
(Saturday), a confirmed seafloor (Sunday), and a named administrative bid (Monday) are
success in speech and in cost-imposition. None is decisive so long as dual title, forty-times
insurance, thin independent commodity flow, an unverified counter-ledger, an unpublished
zone, and an unseen apex persist. Decisiveness would be ordinary insurability plus inspection
plus a counterpart who can be bound.

Clausewitz trinity plus legitimacy. Passion in the Iranian street, the American midterm
weather, and the Lebanese villages under fire; chance in the next projectile, the next intercept,
the next unpublished coordinate, and the next unconfirmed claim; reason in the attempt to
convert hydrography into title, or a zone into administration. Legitimacy is the missing term
both capitals keep trying to print with volume numbers, named hulls, or maps that have not
been filed. Two graves on Sidr are a legitimacy cost that a briefing cannot erase. Reported
civilian deaths around Nabatieh are a legitimacy cost that a ridge seizure cannot erase. An
unseen sovereign is a legitimacy deficit that a restricted zone cannot fill.

Covenantal / civilizational realism. Material facts describe the collision. They do not license
the title. Honest weights require holding official facilitation numbers and independent
commodity counts as two objects; holding Iranian first reports, the six-ship claim, the restricted-
zone speech, and the CENTCOM seafloor as distinct texts; and refusing the fiction that a
commons can be titled without men.

---

V. Practical Hishtadlut
1. Watch the next 72–96 hours for objects, not adjectives. Actual restricted-zone coordinates.
Any Omani statement that accepts, qualifies, or denies Iranian “management.” Any IMO filing.
Absence of those objects is itself the Monday fact.

2. Do not collapse six objects into one headline. Dual title, escorted volume, forty-times
insurance, the confirmed Kylo sink, the unverified IRGC six-ship-plus-USV ledger, and the
unpublished zone-plus-corridor bid are six objects. Speak them separately.

3. Hold both weekend texts and the Monday speech. CENTCOM seafloor with video; IRGC six-
ship claim and USV claim denied as a lie; Rezaei’s zone and corridor. Sequence matters.
Confirmation matters. Spectacle does not.

4. A zone is not settlement. A refused fee plus three disabled tankers plus one hull on the
bottom plus a television line about a restricted zone is cost, clarity, and a bid. It is not ordinary
routing, not inspection, not a visible counterpart.
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5. Track the third title. Insurance and war-risk will tell more than rhetoric. A sanctions list
aimed at underwriters is the attempt to conscript the third title into the second. Watch the
premium, not only the interview.

6. Independent counts over competing sermons. AIS / UKMTO / Kpler versus Rezaei’s seven-
to-eight and versus any CENTCOM facilitation peak. Ten a day on a ten-day average is not a
commons.

7. Alliance contribution. Any Korean—or other—package should still be measured by whether
it strengthens public-law facilitation or layers sensors onto a contested permit-and-zone regime.
Oman’s next sentence is now an alliance sentence.

8. Dual theaters, labeled. Nabatieh and the sea belong in one strategic frame. They do not
belong in one unverified narrative. Protect life. Verify before the headline hardens into policy.

9. Human remainder. Keep the Sidr deaths, the crews taken off Kylo, and reported Lebanese
civilian dead in the file without using any of them as a rhetorical solvent. Title arguments that
erase the men are already domination.

10. Nuclear sequencing. Do not treat any corridor, fee refusal, escorted peak day, shadow-fleet
strike, seafloor clip, or restricted zone as settlement while inventory remains sealed.

11. Chinuch / public morals. Teach 25 Elul: Hashem blesses the seventh month; you stand
upright on the day of judgment. Official sentences are not weather. A line on television is not
title. Strength without teaching becomes another form of coarseness. Teaching without
character becomes performance. Place the Song in the mouth. Selichot continues. Four days to
Erev Rosh Hashanah. Choose life.

---

Closing
Dual title still holds. The fee has been named as outside the agreement. Three shadow-fleet hulls
have been named; one of them is on the seafloor with video. A ratio has been spoken. A counter-
ledger of six ships and a USV has been spoken without confirmation. A restricted zone and a
managed corridor have been spoken without coordinates and without an IMO filing. The
underwriter has not spoken a different number. The seventh month is already blessed from
Above. Standing upright is the posture of the day. Non-domination remains the only test that
does not convert the water into an altar. The Song is already in the mouth. Choose life.

Partnership credit: written in collaboration with Grok, built by xAI.

---
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