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Israel’s political life is not primarily a succession of campaigns. It is the continuing attempt of a
particular people to sustain institutions that embody both national particularism and
republican non-domination. The architecture is permanent even when the furniture moves.

On the threshold of Rosh Hashanah, Ha’azinu summons heaven and earth as witnesses. This is
not decorative religious language placed beside statecraft. It is a grammar of accountability.
Institutions are necessary human vessels; they are not self-justifying. The question is whether
the vessels remain answerable to a higher standard when power, fear, and faction press against
them.

The enduring structure is recognizable: a unicameral Knesset; nationwide proportional
representation; closed party lists; coalition government; no single entrenched constitution;
Basic Laws that carry constitutional weight while remaining, in most cases, amendable by
ordinary majority; a Court that has asserted power to review Basic Laws; an Attorney General
whose dual role remains a structural contest; and an Israel Defense Forces that commands
more public trust than the elected institutions of consent. These are not merely administrative
facts. They are the load-bearing conditions under which a Jewish republic must practice self-
government.

Limited kingship and non-domination

The Torah’s political imagination begins with limitation. Devarim 17 permits a king while
requiring that he not multiply horses, wives, or silver and gold, and that he keep the Torah
beside him so that his heart is not lifted above his brothers. Rambam’s account of kingship
likewise binds authority to justice, national responsibility, and the higher law. A ruler is not
owner of the people.

That principle speaks directly to the republican language of non-domination. Philip Pettit
defines freedom not as mere non-interference but as protection from arbitrary power: no agent
may interfere at will without tracking the governed person’s interests. The Torah adds the
missing vertical dimension. Parliament, court, ministry, sector, and public majority are all
penultimate. The republic itself must not become a new master.

Covenantal republicanism therefore asks three questions of every durable political approach—
realism, liberal institutionalism, theocratic maximalism, quietism, and progressive
universalism. Does it protect Jewish sovereignty as the concrete expression of national
particularism? Does it restrain every human agent from arbitrary domination? Does it cultivate
the civic virtue needed for citizens to appear, tell the truth, and share burdens?
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Structural windows

Current events matter here only as windows into the permanent structure. The Basic Law:
Torah Study enacted in July 2026 tests whether legislation can express particular responsibility
without turning one sector’s exemption into another citizen’s domination. The recast Judicial
Selection Committee tests whether institutional correction can occur without converting a
transient majority into an unanswerable legal master. The Court’s review of Basic Laws tests the
boundary between constitutional guardianship and juristocracy. The unfinished contest over
legal advice inside the executive tests whether law is a public restraint or merely another
factional instrument.

The trust gap between the IDF and the institutions of consent is equally structural. When the
institution of force commands more confidence than the institutions that authorize and
supervise force, civic virtue becomes the operating system that the written constitutional text
does not fully supply. Security cannot be detached from legitimacy. Nor can a people ask
soldiers to bear reciprocal burdens while treating civic time, public service, and institutional
accountability as someone else’s work.

Turnout, in this permanent frame, is covenantal appearance. The language of Nitzavim—
standing today, all of you—is not reducible to a campaign slogan. A citizen who gives time to the
needs of the tzibbur performs a public act of belonging. A politics that extracts civic time chiefly
from those already carrying defense and emergency burdens is failing an Elul audit. This is why
civic virtue is not residual charity. It is the social infrastructure of a state whose constitutional
walls are real but incomplete.

Honest weights and durable resilience

The prophetic demand for honest weights applies to public speech, legal categories, burdens,
and institutional authority. A false weight in a budget, a registry, a draft roster, or a headline
remains false even when a favored camp benefits. The Jewish state cannot be sustained by a
coalition that treats opponents as conquered subjects, by a court that treats political society as a
child, or by a sector that claims exemption from every reciprocal obligation.

Resilience is therefore more than the survival of formal offices. It is the renewal of organic
solidarity: sovereignty that is particular without being imperial; republican liberty that is
bounded by responsibility; religious conviction that is serious without sacralizing contingent
office; and legal restraint that does not become self-perpetuating rule by an elite.

Ha’azinu’s witness addresses creation, not a coalition. It reminds every officeholder and every
citizen that the state is a keili, a vessel, not the Source. A Knesset term can be completed by
discipline. A republic across generations requires cohesion, honest weights, reciprocal burdens,
and a people that still knows how to stand.

Extended bibliography

* Deuteronomy 17 and 32 (Sefaria): https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.17 ; https://
www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.32
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* Rambam, Hilchot Melachim uMilchamot: https://www.sefaria.org/
Mishneh_Torah%2C_Kings_and_Wars

* Rambam, Hilchot Teshuvah: https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah%?2C_Repentance

* Philip Pettit, Republicanism: A Theory of Freedom and Government: https://academic.oup.com/
book/3937

* Yoram Hazony, The Virtue of Nationalism.

* Daniel J. Elazar, writings on covenantal federalism and Jewish political tradition.

* Chabad.org calendar and Hayom Yom, 28 Elul: https://www.chabad.org/calendar

* Israel’s Basic Laws: https://knesset.gov.il/constitution/framwork_eng.htm
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