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Orientation and Thesis
The war is one hundred ninety-four days old. Dual title still holds. What Wednesday of 27 Elul
adds is not a published coordinate and not an underwriter’s new number. It is the attempt to
stretch Monday’s unpublished restricted zone east of the strait—into the Gulf of Oman and
toward the Arabian Sea—while five more named shadow-fleet hulls are taken, Brent prints a
three-digit figure, and a captured unmanned vehicle is offered as if it were a title deed.

IRGC spokesman Hossein Mohebi told state television that the new “prohibited zone” outside
Hormuz would cover parts of the Gulf of Oman and beyond. “It approximately starts from the
direction of Chabahar, covering part of the Sea of Oman and another part of the Arabian Sea,
along the route that can lead to the Strait of Hormuz.” Exact coordinates, he said, would come
later. Enforcement language stayed administrative: a vessel that enters without coordination
will be denied Iranian services—insurance first among them—and future transit. The
geographic sentence grew. The chart did not.

Overnight and into Tuesday, U.S. Central Command named five Iranian crude carriers destroyed
after the IRGC twice targeted a U.S. Navy warship with ballistic missiles: M/T Kaviz, M/T
Charminar, M/T Horizon 1, and M/T Riesco in the Gulf of Oman, and M/T Derya near Kharg
Island. Crews were directed off before the shots. Video of Riesco followed the earlier Kylo clip.
Combined with the 5 September trio—Downy off Kharg, Stark 1 near Jask, unladen Kylo/Noxen
on the seafloor—eight named hulls have been taken in four days. CENTCOM’s line was blunt:
Iran has no means by which to defend these vessels. Secretary of State Marco Rubio, speaking
from Colombia, restated the ratio in political English: when they try to hit U.S. ships, they lose
tankers.

The IRGC answered with a dawn ledger of its own: two U.S. vessels and eight oil tankers
“heavily damaged”; ten further ships targeted for attempting a “prohibited and unsafe” stretch
of Hormuz; ballistic missiles at Muwaffaq Salti / Al-Azraq in Jordan. Jordanian authorities
reported eighteen of twenty intercepted, two falling in uninhabited ground, no casualties
claimed on that intercept. A separate IRGC claim—that naval forces had captured one of the U.S.
Navy’s “most modern” unmanned underwater vehicles at the entrance to the strait, identified in
open reporting as an Anduril Dive-LD—was met by a CENTCOM spokesman’s sentence that the
drone had malfunctioned on survey and carried no classified equipment. Capture is an object.
Trophy language is not title.

Independent counts did not rise with the speeches. Reuters, citing Kpler at 0200 GMT
Wednesday, put Tuesday’s commodity transits at six hulls—five inbound, one outbound—
against nine on Monday and a ten-day average near twelve. War-risk remains in the forty-times
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register. Brent printed through one hundred dollars a barrel for the first time since late July:
session marks from just under the figure to prints above $100.50 and, on some boards, toward
$101–102. A three-digit number is a material fact. It is not a settlement of the commons.

Hayom Yom of 27 Elul is the day’s measure. From the Alter Rebbe on “Israel, one nation on the
earth” (I Divrei HaYamim 17:21): even in the earthly world the nation remains bound to
HaShem Echad. The Holy One transforms the spiritual into something material; Israel
transforms the material into something spiritual. Applied without vulgarity: a $100 print, five
hulls, a seized UUV, and a Chabahar-to-Arabian-Sea sentence are gashmiyus. The avodah is not
to worship them and not to pretend they are already ruchniyus. The avodah is to make honest
speech, limited power, and a counterpart who can be bound out of the shock. Dual title that
hides its apex while legislating the approaches to a strait is material power refusing to become
spiritual discipline. A three-digit barrel that is treated as proof the water is “closed” or “open” is
the same refusal from the other direction.

The thesis therefore tightens. Dual title still holds. What 27 Elul adds is eastward administrative
stretch without a chart, a second shadow-fleet wave that multiplies Cooper’s ratio without
restoring public law, a contested UUV as propaganda object, and a three-digit oil print that must
not be allowed to title the commons. Official sentences remain teachings if one has the
discipline to transform them. Choose life.

This essay updates the snapshot through Wednesday afternoon of 9 September, holds the
critique of the live schools, applies the standing frameworks, and judges the day’s objects
against Hayom Yom’s partnership of heaven and earth. Signal over noise.

I. Snapshot as of 9 September 2026 (Wednesday)
What shifted. Four objects are new; none of them is an IMO document.

First, the zone speech moved east. Sunday’s television interview placed a restricted area from
the U.S. blockade line into parts of the Gulf. Tuesday’s X post named an exclusion zone as the
answer to “economic warfare.” Wednesday’s IRGC spokesman named Chabahar, the Sea of
Oman, and a stretch of the Arabian Sea “along the route that can lead to the Strait.” That is a
hydrographic ambition. It is still not a published coordinate, still not a notice to mariners with a
chartlet, still not a filing at the International Maritime Organization. Baqaei’s “coming days”
registration promise from Tuesday has not, at this cutoff, become a published proposal. Lloyd’s
List’s earlier report that the IMO had not received an official text has not been reversed by a
document.

Second, the shadow-fleet ledger multiplied. Five named carriers on 8 September join the three
of 5 September. The geographic spread matters: Gulf of Oman hulls plus a Kharg-adjacent hull.
CENTCOM’s “no means to defend” sentence is a capability claim with video. It is not a restored
traffic-separation scheme, and it is not ordinary insurability. Rubio’s tanker-for-missile sentence
is political restatement of the same ratio. Do not confuse a successful cost-imposition campaign
against exposed illicit hulls with settlement of transit passage under UNCLOS.
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Third, the counter-ledger and the UUV entered the file as contested objects. The IRGC’s two-plus-
eight-plus-ten claim is attribution, not an independent count. Jordan’s eighteen-of-twenty
intercept is a more bounded object than Iranian language about hangars and fighter-jet shelters
at Al-Azraq. The Dive-LD photograph circulating in Iranian media is an object; the U.S.
“malfunctioned / no classified gear” sentence is another. A mine-survey drone that fails and is
recovered by the other side is a tactical embarrassment or a propaganda win depending on the
desk. It does not rewrite the law of the sea.

Fourth, the market printed three digits. Brent through $100 is the first such print since late July.
WTI moved with it into the mid-nineties. The print reads three theaters at once: Hormuz title,
shadow-fleet attrition plus IRGC counter-claims, and the still-live Houthi fire under Saudi
energy sites from Tuesday. Goldman and peers had already lifted marks on the assumption that
shipping disruption persists. Do not collapse a price into a legal status.

What did not shift. Dual title. CENTCOM facilitation and mine-clear claims versus Iranian
permission-and-fee-and-now-eastward-exclusion claims. No published coordinates. No
published IMO document. No Omani sentence located in open wires that ratifies Iranian
management of Omani water. Mojtaba Khamenei still unseen—no contemporaneous face, voice,
or image since the February strike that killed his father. Eslami’s wartime IAEA protocol still
sealed. Commodity transit still thin: six on Tuesday against a pre-war baseline on the order of a
hundred-plus commercial hulls and roughly a fifth of seaborne oil and LNG. War-risk still
punitive at forty times. The Sidr deaths of 3 September remain the human remainder of the
commercial lane. The UAE’s “no single state / cannot be tolled” sentence still stands as the
clearest Gulf principle on the file. South Korea still reviewing. Inventory still inside legal and
physical fog.

Hormuz traffic and the insurance title. Six commodity ships on Tuesday is not Rezaei’s seven-to-
eight as a restored Iranian essential-only picture, and it is not a commons. Nine on Monday and
a ten-day average near twelve, per Wednesday’s Reuters/Kpler cut, sit beside official facilitation
sermons that continue to speak larger night-counts. Forty-times war-risk is still the market’s
third title. A blacklist plus an eastward prohibited-zone sentence is the attempt to conscript that
third title farther from the choke itself—into the approaches. A second confirmed wave of
named sinks is a fourth object. An unverified two-plus-eight-plus-ten claim is a fifth. A captured
or recovered UUV is a sixth. A $100 print is a seventh. An unpublished Chabahar-to-Arabian-Sea
line is an eighth. None of them may be collapsed into “the strait is open” or “the strait is closed.”

Human remainder. Two confirmed Filipino deaths on Sidr. IMO-linked cumulative seafarer
deaths across the campaign remain in the low twenties. CENTCOM states crews on the new five,
as on Kylo, were directed off before the killing shots; independent confirmation of every crew
status is not complete at this cutoff. Tuesday’s Houthi attacks on Saudi cities left more than
seventy civilians reported injured. Lebanese health authorities continue to report dead and
wounded around Nabatieh and adjacent towns. Title arguments that erase the men—any flag,
any village, any plant worker—are already domination.

Alliance quality. Jordan’s intercept of eighteen of twenty is an alliance fact, not a sermon. The
UAE anti-toll sentence remains the Gulf’s public-law answer to Iranian management claims.
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Oman’s next precision still matters more than Mohebi’s “approximately” and Baqaei’s “coming
days.” Seoul is still being asked to choose a title under an explicit Iranian threat. Partners
escorting a corridor that Tehran names as subject to Iranian management, Iranian sanctions,
and now an eastward prohibited approach are being asked to underwrite someone else’s veto.
Rubio’s ratio is a coalition sentence only if partners treat the ratio as denial of domination
rather than as a substitute for public law.

Nuclear trajectory. No new access reported on 9 September. Inventory remains inside fog.
Sequencing barrels, fees, sinks, zones, a UUV photograph, or a $100 print ahead of inspection
remains the standing error.

Apex. Still no contemporaneous face, voice, or image of Mojtaba Khamenei. Hard-line organs
continue to speak, stretch zones east, claim captures, fire at a Jordanian base hosting U.S.
aircraft, and absorb a second named wave of sinks in the vacuum. An apparatus that prices the
water and legislates the approaches while the constitutional sovereign stays hidden is not a
counterpart for yechidus. It is not a counterpart for final settlement of a strait.

Seasonal frame. 27 Elul. Selichot week. Two days to 29 Elul / Erev Rosh Hashanah 5787. Last
Shabbat was Nitzavim–Vayeilech. The daily Chumash in the Hayom Yom cycle of 5703 is
Haazinu, Sheini. Today’s teaching is not a new month. It is the partnership by which earth is
bound to the One, and by which material shock is made into spiritual discipline.

II. Schools of Thought: Held, Not Re-Litigated
The five schools remain. They are pressed only where today’s eastward stretch, the second
shadow-fleet wave, the UUV object, the Jordan intercept, and the three-digit print touch them.

Realism is confirmed by five more hulls, by missiles at a warship twice in two days, by eighteen
of twenty intercepted over Jordan, by a $100 print, and by Mohebi’s attempt to push the veto
into the approaches. It still cannot license coastal title asserted by an organ under an unseen
sovereign, nor convert an “approximate” Chabahar line into law, nor treat a destroyed shadow-
fleet hull as restored freedom of the sea, nor treat a recovered survey drone as settlement of a
commons. Realism that stops at “they cannot protect their tankers, so they will administer the
Arabian Sea approaches” has described a capability gap and a political move. It has not settled
title.

Liberal institutionalism is pressed harder than yesterday. A promise to file was Tuesday’s
institutional language. Wednesday produced a larger geography and still no filing. Cooper’s
historical TSS and public-navy facilitation remain institutional facts of a different order. An IMO
that has not received a proposal is not an institution that has recognized Iranian management
of Omani water or of the Arabian Sea approaches. A PGSA blacklist aimed at underwriters is the
opposite of an institution. The UAE’s anti-toll sentence remains closer to public law than either
capital’s volume sermon.

Isolationist quietism is again rebutted by missiles at a warship, by missiles at a Jordanian base,
by an eastward prohibited-zone sentence, by a second wave of named sinks, by a fire under
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Saudi energy sites that has not been walked back, and by a second theater around Nabatieh that
did not pause for Selichot. Quietism that treats forty-times insurance and a three-digit barrel as
climate has accepted domination as the cost of not looking.

Maximalist regime-change doctrine continues to wait for a face that has not appeared. Capacity
has not waited with it. Stretching a zone to Chabahar does not produce a visible constitutional
counterpart. Sinking five more exposed tankers does not either. Recovering a malfunctioning
UUV does not either. A $100 print does not either. Pressure is a theory of cost. It is not a
succession plan, and it is not yechidus.

Transactional peace-through-strength remains the governing temptation: treat Cooper’s
expanded ratio plus the Riesco clip plus Mohebi’s Chabahar sentence plus a Dive-LD photograph
plus a $100 print as the off-ramp. Sequencing headlines and unpublished maps ahead of
inventory, visible constitutional accountability, and ordinary insurance is still the vice. Six
commodity hulls on Tuesday is a data point. It is not a deal.

The corrective. Non-domination. Two titles fail it. A fee regime fails it. An exclusion zone
without coordinates fails it. An eastward stretch that names Chabahar and the Arabian Sea
without a chart fails it more cleanly still, because it asks the world to accept a veto over the
approaches as if approaches were already a sovereign yard. A volume sentence that cannot
produce an underwriter fails it. A second 5-for-2 exchange that prices fleets without restoring
public law fails it. A proxy fire under a plant fails it. Torah as teaching would mean vessels
under public law, inspection, a visible counterpart, and an underwriter who can again treat the
water as a commons. Transform the material into something spiritual. Every official word
judged as hora’ah rather than as weather.

III. Theological and Theoretical Synthesis — 27 Elul
One nation on the earth

Hayom Yom of 27 Elul opens on a phrase from Divrei HaYamim: Yisrael goy echad baaretz. The
Alter Rebbe reads it as a present-tense binding. Even in the earthly world—the world of hulls,
premiums, intercepts, and barrel prints—the nation remains bound to HaShem Echad. The
teaching is placed on the last three days before Rosh Hashanah, when the temptation is to treat
inscription in the book of life as a material request and to forget that the partnership runs the
other way as well.

Applied to the file: the earthly world of 27 Elul is not a secular remainder that covenantal
speech visits after the fact. It is the field in which binding is tested. A strait is baaretz. An unseen
apex legislating the approaches is baaretz. A three-digit barrel is baaretz. The question the Alter
Rebbe will not let the last three days evade is whether those objects remain bound to a higher
limit or whether they become their own gods.

Heaven makes material; Israel makes spiritual
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The second clause is the day’s operational instruction. The Holy One transforms the spiritual
into something material—yesh me’ayin as the background of all created things. Israel’s assigned
work is the reverse motion: to take the already-made material and return it as spiritual. Not by
denying the hull, the intercept, or the price. By refusing to let them remain mere force.

Applied without sermonizing:

Five named carriers on the bottom or burning, crews directed off, is material. Making it
spiritual means speaking it as denial of an illicit funding network and refusing to let the clip
become a claim that the commons is now titled. Eighteen of twenty missiles intercepted over
Jordan is material. Making it spiritual means honoring the alliance fact and refusing to treat
intercept success as license to forget the men under the other roofs. A Dive-LD recovered after
malfunction is material. Making it spiritual means holding both sentences—IRGC capture claim,
CENTCOM malfunction claim—without inflating either into doctrine. Brent through $100 is
material. Making it spiritual means reading the print as a measure of three theaters and an
underwriter’s fear, not as a verdict that “Hormuz is closed” or that “the campaign is working” in
a sense that erases inspection and a counterpart. Mohebi’s Chabahar-to-Arabian-Sea sentence is
material speech pretending to be hydrography. Making it spiritual means demanding the chart,
the IMO text, and the Omani sentence, and treating their absence as the fact.

The inversion the file keeps offering is the opposite motion: take a spiritual claim (we
administer the commons; we have full control; the strait is open) and force it onto material
water that has not consented. That is not Israel’s work in the Alter Rebbe’s sentence. That is the
work of a will that wants the world to be its adjective.

Honest weights, Amalek’s quieter and louder registers

Amalek in the geopolitical file is not a slur. It is the name for a will that attacks the weak joint—
the uninsured hull, the seafarer who is not a party to anyone’s title argument, the plant worker
in Najran, the child in Kfar Roummane, the survey drone that can be turned into a trophy. A
prohibited zone that works through insurance denial, now stretched toward Chabahar, is
Amalek in a quieter register than a projectile. A missile at a warship and a missile at a
Jordanian base are louder registers of the same will: make the commons and the alliance costly
enough that the public will accept a veto as weather. Honest weights (Vayikra 19; Devarim 25)
are the opposite discipline. The measure must be the same for every party. A sanctions list that
is also a title claim is a dishonest weight. A night-count that cannot produce an underwriter is a
dishonest weight. A $100 print treated as legal status is a dishonest weight.

Haazinu’s witness, two days to the gate

The Hayom Yom cycle’s Chumash today is Haazinu, Sheini. The Song is already in the mouth
from Nitzavim–Vayeilech. Devarim 31:19 placed a text so that later generations cannot claim
ignorance. The Song is not a press release and not a price ticker. It is the refusal to let either
capital memory-hole the object.
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The file now has another public witness: two additional failed or evaded ballistic shots at a
warship; five more named shadow-fleet hulls, one of them burning on video; an unverified two-
plus-eight-plus-ten counter-claim; a contested UUV; an eastward prohibited-zone sentence
without coordinates; a corridor without an IMO filing; a fifty-seven-name list still in force; a
Houthi fire under Saudi plants still in the week; Brent through $100; still no face at the apex;
still no inspection. The niggun is exact speech. Collapse is off-key.

Elul is the field. Accessibility is not the abolition of sovereignty; it is the condition under which
return becomes possible. An unseen apex whose organ fires at warships, stretches a prohibited
zone to the Arabian Sea, and whose proxy has lit a plant is the inversion of the field.
Hashgachah peratit on a leaf does not license an organ to treat the approaches to a strait as a
private yard.

Two days remain to 29 Elul. Nitzavim’s standing includes those not yet born. Haazinu’s witness
will not accept a collapsed headline as the Song. The seventh month is already blessed from
Above. That sentence still cuts two ways. It forbids despair: the year is not titled by Mohebi’s
“approximately” or by a $100 print. It also forbids triumphalism: five more hulls and a
recovered drone are not the blessing of Tishrei.

IV. Standing Frameworks — Applied, Not Rebuilt
Israel 2.0 arenas. Hormuz remains the energy-and-commons arena, not a substitute for the
nuclear, proxy, or home-front files. An eastward prohibited-zone doctrine that leaves inventory
sealed has attempted a sentence in one arena and postponed the others. Nabatieh, Ali al-Taher,
and Hezbollah drones belong to the northern / proxy arena. The Houthi fire under Saudi plants
belongs to the proxy-and-energy arena. Missiles at Al-Azraq belong to the alliance-and-
deterrence arena. Keep them in one strategic frame. Do not collapse them into the tanker ledger.

Success and decisiveness scales. Clarity about the fee, clarity about the shadow fleet, two
confirmed seafloor-or-burn waves, a named administrative bid, a doctrine sentence, a third
theater, an eastward stretch, and a three-digit print are success in speech and in cost-imposition.
None is decisive so long as dual title, forty-times insurance, thin independent commodity flow,
an unverified counter-ledger, an unpublished zone, an unseen apex, and sealed inventory
persist. Decisiveness would be ordinary insurability plus inspection plus a counterpart who can
be bound.

Clausewitz trinity plus legitimacy. Passion in the Iranian street, the American midterm weather,
Saudi towns under fire, Jordanian air-defense crews at work, and Lebanese villages under
bombardment; chance in the next projectile, the next intercept, the next unpublished
coordinate, the next unconfirmed claim, the next recovered drone, and the next plant fire;
reason in the attempt to convert hydrography into title, or a zone into administration of the
approaches, or a UUV photograph into leverage over a blockade. Legitimacy is the missing term
both capitals keep trying to print with volume numbers, named hulls, recovered hardware, or
maps that have not been filed. Two graves on Sidr are a legitimacy cost that a briefing cannot
erase. Reported civilian deaths around Nabatieh and reported wounded in Najran are
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legitimacy costs that a ridge seizure and a zone speech cannot erase. An unseen sovereign is a
legitimacy deficit that a Chabahar sentence cannot fill.

Covenantal / civilizational realism. Material facts describe the collision. They do not license the
title. Honest weights require holding official facilitation numbers and independent commodity
counts as two objects; holding Iranian first reports, the two-plus-eight-plus-ten claim, the
Chabahar stretch, the UUV photograph, the Houthi fire, and the CENTCOM five-hull wave as
distinct texts; and refusing the fiction that a commons can be titled without men. Heaven makes
material. The assigned work is to make the material spiritual—not to baptize force as law.

V. Practical Hishtadlut
Watch the next 48–72 hours for objects, not adjectives. Actual restricted-zone coordinates that
include or exclude Chabahar and the Arabian Sea. Any IMO document, not a promise of one.
Any Omani statement that accepts, qualifies, or denies Iranian “management.” Absence of those
objects remains the fact.

Do not collapse eight objects into one headline. Dual title; escorted volume; forty-times
insurance; the second named wave (Kaviz, Charminar, Horizon 1, Riesco, Derya); the unverified
IRGC two-plus-eight-plus-ten ledger; the eastward unpublished zone; a contested UUV; a $100
print. Speak them separately.

Hold the third and fourth theaters as labeled theaters. A proxy strike on a producer’s plant
changes oil and alliance math. Missiles at Al-Azraq test Jordan and the American footprint.
Neither, by itself, closes or opens Hormuz. Label them.

Track the third title. Insurance and war-risk will tell more than rhetoric. A blacklist plus an
eastward prohibited-zone sentence is the attempt to conscript the underwriter farther from the
choke. Watch the premium.

Independent counts over competing sermons. AIS / UKMTO / Kpler versus Rezaei’s seven-to-
eight, versus Mohebi’s essential-only picture, and versus any CENTCOM facilitation peak. Six on
Tuesday and a ten-day average near twelve is not a commons.

Alliance contribution. Measure any Korean—or other—package by whether it strengthens
public-law facilitation or layers sensors onto a contested permit-and-zone regime. Treat the
UAE’s anti-toll sentence and Jordan’s intercept as principles to be kept, not headlines to be spent.
Oman’s next sentence is now an alliance sentence about the approaches as well as the throat.

UUV discipline. Hold the Dive-LD as two sentences until a technical assessment is public. Do not
let a photograph become a doctrine of “full control,” and do not let “malfunctioned” become a
doctrine that survey in a war zone is costless.

Human remainder. Keep the Sidr deaths, the crews taken off the named hulls, reported
Lebanese civilian dead, and reported Saudi wounded in the file without using any of them as a
rhetorical solvent.
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Nuclear sequencing. Do not treat any corridor promise, fee refusal, escorted peak day, shadow-
fleet strike, seafloor clip, eastward zone, UUV photograph, or $100 print as settlement while
inventory remains sealed.

Chinuch / public morals. Teach 27 Elul: even in the earthly world the binding holds. Heaven
makes material; the assigned work is to make the material spiritual. Immerse in the actual
words. Require a face. Complete fitness with a public song that does not lie. Official sentences
are not weather. An “approximately” is not a chart. A three-digit barrel is not title. Strength
without teaching becomes another form of coarseness. Teaching without character becomes
performance. Place the Song in the mouth. Selichot continues. Two days to Erev Rosh Hashanah.
Choose life.

Closing
Dual title still holds. The fee has been named as outside the agreement. Eight named shadow-
fleet hulls have been taken in two waves; video exists for more than one of them. A ratio has
been spoken again. A counter-ledger of two U.S. vessels, eight tankers, and ten ships has been
spoken without confirmation. A prohibited zone has been stretched from the Gulf toward
Chabahar and the Arabian Sea without coordinates. An IMO filing has been promised and not
produced. A UUV has been photographed and described in two incompatible sentences. A plant
in the southwest has been set on fire by a proxy. Brent has printed through $100. The
underwriter has not spoken a different multiple. The material is abundant. The spiritual work
has not been done. Heaven makes gashmiyus. The assigned work is to make it ruchniyus—
honest speech, limited power, a counterpart who can be bound. Non-domination remains the
only test that does not convert the water into an altar. The Song is already in the mouth. Choose
life.
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