After Which Things? Four Readings of One
Phrase

By Aryeh Toren_Thorne, Torah scholar, researcher and writer

The Akeida, read on Shabbat 31 October 2026, opens with four words that have kept commentators
busy for a thousand years: "n980 077270 08 071" It came to pass after these things. The
word "D77127" can mean things or words. So the question is: after which events, or after whose
words?

The answer changes what the test was for.

Rashi: after words in Heaven and in the tent

Rashi brings two opinions from the Gemara (Sanhedrin 89b). "0 07IPIR 1370172710 W72

1o 9P 17727". The Satan accused Avraham: of all the feasts he made, he never brought You one
bull or one ram. G-d answered, he did all of it for his son, and if I told him to offer his son before
Me, he would not hold back.

The second opinion: "IRYE JB 17727 10R". Yishmael boasted to Yitzchak that he was
circumcised at thirteen and did not protest. Yitzchak answered, "19R8 2738170 nAR TOR 12X2
22up A7) R9,7339% Jnxy naT n"agn 79 R." You try to scare me with one limb? If G-d
told me to offer my whole self, I would not hold back.

In both readings, someone made a claim about what a person would give, and the Akeida answers
it. In the first, the claim is about Avraham. In the second, it is Yitzchak's own claim, and he is held
to it.

The Ramban: the test is for the one tested

The Ramban asks why G-d, who knows everything, would test anyone. His answer: a person's
actions are fully in his own hands, so it is called a test from the side of the one tested. But G-d
commands him "170 15 728 ®Y,27p nPYn 12P 19 01709,9080 IR DA N 12T ROXINYD
T2192", to bring it from potential into action, so he would have the reward of a good deed and not
only of a good heart.

He quotes Tehillim 11:5, "1027 p77¥ 'n", and concludes, "n21p% n)imag nizio3n 93
neJnn". Every test in the Torah is for the good of the one tested.

The Radak: a lesson for later generations

The Radak reads "after these things" plainly. It came after what happened with Avimelech, after
Avraham's long stay and his move to Be'er Sheva. He raises the same problem as the Ramban: G-d
searches the heart and knew Avraham would obey. And it can't have been to show the world,
because no one was there except Avraham and Yitzchak.
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His answer: the test was for us. It was meant "NQ7®0 00)AR N2QR 077V 7327 nirINY", to
show the world Avraham's complete love, for the generations who believe in the Torah, so they
would learn to love n' with all their heart and all their soul.

The Rashbam: after the treaty

The Rashbam also ties the phrase to the Avimelech chapter, but he hears anger in it. Avraham
made a covenant for his son and grandson over land G-d had given him, "n"2pn Y 138 nN7
nRT 9Y", and the test was a rebuke: "9® n772 n1n712 0Y97uI0 AN A1, see what your
covenant was worth. Paper 3 takes this reading on its own terms.

Why the set does not rest on one view

Put the four side by side. For Rashi the test answers a claim. For the Ramban it turns a good heart
into a good deed. For the Radak it is a lesson written for the generations. For the Rashbam it is the
price of a treaty.

The Radak and the Rashbam read the same words the same way, "after the Avimelech chapter,”
and reach opposite conclusions. One sees a quiet passage of time, the other a rebuke.

That is the Torah's way of teaching. One phrase holds several true lessons, and a reader who hears
only one of them has heard less than the verse says. A test can be an answer, a gift, a lesson and a
reckoning all at once.

For us, the Ramban's line may be the one to carry out of Shabbat. Whatever trial a person or a
people faces, "NeINN N21vY NYIAAY N13717030 92" Every test is for the good of the one who is
tested.
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Sources (fetched from Sefaria 30 October 2026): Rashi, Ramban, Radak and Rashbam on Genesis 22:1. Not checked in the original: Sanhedrin 89b (via

Rashi); Tehillim 11:5 (via Ramban).

https://aryehleibtoren.com /writing/after-which-things-four-readings-of-one-phrase.html

2/2



	After Which Things? Four Readings of One Phrase
	Rashi: after words in Heaven and in the tent
	The Ramban: the test is for the one tested
	The Radak: a lesson for later generations
	The Rashbam: after the treaty
	Why the set does not rest on one view


